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"%Swu%‘ Lord is my skrenglh; he makes my feef like the foot of o deer, he enables me
o tread on M . HaBakbuk 3:19

Welcome back to my devo series on Hagar! We left off on Sarah telling Abraham to
send Hagar & Ishmael away, and stating that Ishamel wouldn't share in her son's
inheritance. In the last devo we also delved into the topic of identity. But for this devo,
we will go into the topic of the Lord’s sovereignty. As humans, we have freewill, but the
Lord’s sovereignty still exists, and we live in this balance. For example: Abraham and
Sarah’'s act of disobedience & attempt to manipulate the blessing was an act of their
free will. However, this rebellious act still didn't change the original promise of the
Lord; his sovereign will to establish a covenant through Isaac. Their act did bring
about unnecessary consequences, but God'’s original plan still prevailed. As for
Ishmael, God also holds the sovereign will that Ishmael will be blessed too, though
differently than Isaac. And nothing, not even Sarah’s request to have them leave,
could block the Lord’s blessing from coming to pass.

“ are the in Che heant of man, But il's the Lord word Chat ils."”
(Proverbs 19:21

As we touched on in the previous devo, it's clear that Sarah no longer considers
Ishmael t her son. If w t nesis 17 fore | me along,) Abraham

and Sarah still wanted to get God's promise through Ishmaoel. Abraham even told God

‘_‘l@oney Lshmael mqllf bive under your 8&:?."— is 17:18 But God tells Abroham: *
I o

“And as for Lshmael, I have heard you: B8less Rim; I will make him fruilful and
will greatly increase his numbers. He willl 8e the father of twelve rulens, and I will make
“bninﬂoa,nmfmﬂon. Bufmgeoumanw:ﬂufaBMwﬂImc.w&omSm‘wﬂ@w
& you Qg“uﬁmz md,ﬂ.”- QM«Q 17:20 The Lord fulfilled his promise to Abraham
and Sarah. And now the same God who was good and faithful to Sarah, is going to be
good and faithful to Hagar. The bible says the Lord shows no favoritism, = Romans

M, and that he “wonks evenything for the good off those who he loves, and who he calls

Lo “ﬁmou."- Romans 8:28 After her encounter with the Lord, it is implied
that Haogar now knows and follows the Lord, and thus has become his servant. Her
very obedience to God in going back is proof of this. And the Lord doesn't fall short of
the promises for those who serve him. Ishmael's very name was a reminder of God'’s
goodness towards Hagar, and of his promise to bless him, because his name means

“The Lord has heard of our misery."




Even Ishmael getting named Ishmael serves as an example of God's sovereignt
because we don't know if Hagar ever told her Masters that God said that would be his
name. This reminds me of another story in the bible where God'’s sovereignty for a
name comes to pass: the birth of John the Baptist. John the Baptist's father,;
Zechariah, was told what to name his son while he was in the temple, ofter learning

that his wife would conceive in her old age. (Similar to Sarai.) But because he doubted

he became mute for a time. Months later, while still mute, his wife Elizabeth knew to
name their baby John. And when they asked Zechariah, he wrote John, and his voice
came back. When God has a sovereign will, nothing can stop it, and we can rest in
that. But getting back to Hagar. Whether she told her masters or not about Ishmael
being the name, the Lord made sure they would name him Ishmael. And Hagar was
certainly honored by the Lord, for obeying the Lord, in coming back, and submitting
to Sarai. We also don't even know if Hagar told them about her encounter with God.

However it's very likely that even if she didn't that her transformation was evident,
because once we have a real encounter with God, we are not the same. And without

God instructing her Hagar wouldn’t even have gone back.

If Sarai did find out that Hagar was given a promise from the Lord, we can imagine

that Sarai probably didn't like that very much. And now, in Genesis 21, we see Sarah,
once again, set herself up against God's will, but this time, as it relates to Hagar. But

just as Sarah'’s promise was secure in the Lord, so is Hagar's. And as we touched on,
God didn't just promise Hagar that Ishmael, but He also promised Abraham as well. At
the end of the day, Sarah isn’t powerful enough to remove God's favor from Hagar.
The best she can do in the physical, is demand Hagar be sent away, and because of
this put Hagar in a situation where some suffering will come to her. But her blessing
would still come too. Technically Ishmael wasn't going to share in Sarah’s inheritance
to beqin with, because God decided to give Ishmael his own inheritance to live out

“The Lord is fatthful €o ol his promises and loving €o ol he has made.” - Psalms 145:13

Another thing that Sarah wouldn't be able to change is the fact that, even though she

rejected Ishmael as her son, he would still always be Abraham’s son. And Ishmael
being Abraham's son is part of the reason why he would be blessed. Her request to

Abrahaom to send Ishmael & Hagar away put Abraham in a tough spot. The text hinted
that hew istr ver both H r & Ishmael rah’s r tw lmost th
same as asking Abraham to reject his own son. (A test that he would later pass with

the Lord on Isaac.) The text states that the matter “disfnessed ABrakam M Because if

concerned his son.”- gmu 21:11 |n this messy situation, God showed up with comfort
and instruction for Abraham. First, God told Abraham not to worry. (A typical first

instruction we hear from God throughout the whole bible.) And then God instructed

Abraham to listen to his wife, and reminded him that Ishmael would still be blessed.

God said: ﬂomf‘cu&ﬁwlaﬂod%@oganl,&&nmm Listen €o whafevern
Sarah €ells you, Becauss ough I oure offapring willl Be reckoned. I will make

the son of gmmﬁauyo«r."-gumum:m

Abraoham'’s a character who has made many costly mistakes, so his distress is valid.




However he is safe when he obeys the Lord. Even though there's implicitly some hurt,
he could rest in the Lord's instruction, and hold fast to the Lord’s promise for Ishmael.

Just like Hagar rested in obeying God'’s instruction to come back the first time. She
had been shown God's goodness and believed in God's promise for Ishmael.
Obedience in both Abroham & Hagar’s case is evidence of their belief and trust in

God. So Abraham granted Sarah’s request to send Hagar & Ishmael away, but this
time, he sent Hagar with resources. Even this is reflective of God’s love; that he

wouldn't let Hagar leave in the same condition that she had left the last time.

The text says that the next morning Abroham sent Hagar away with food and a skin of
water. Then it says she wandered in the Desert of Beersheba. There the God who first
met and rescued her in the Desert, would meet her again with his goodness, love, &
faithfulness. But we'll cover that in our next and final Devo on Hagar.

on: Christmas just passed, and one of the verses that I've studied is from Luke
1, and It's also about God fulfilling his promises. In Luke 1, Mary visits Elizabeth.
Elizabeth becomes full of the Holy Spirit, and prophesies about Mary giving birth to
the Messiah. She also calls her highly favored. And one of the things she says to Mary

is “Blessed is she who Believed that the Lond would (ullill his promises € her.”- Luke 1:45

This verse has encouraged me this month, as I've been waiting on the Lord for
provision & direction regarding going back to Thailand for missions. The last time |

fasted on the motter; | heard the Lord tell me “Do you believe that I'm sovereign?® My
struggle had been sometimes overthinking if I'm doing everything I'm supposed to be

doing, and wondering if | was disobeying the Lord in not going right away. But the
Lord has been faithful in comforting me, encouraging me, and giving me clarity &
discernment. He's been teaching me to wait & trust in his timing. As we see from
Sarai's story, it's wiser to wait on the Lord’'s promise, and foolish to try to accelerate
ourselves. Today | received a huge answer to my prayers, and | believe there is still
much more in store for me from the Lord. And o few weeks back one of my friends
encouraged me saying “One thing | know Larissaq, is that the Lord will bring you at the
right time.”" The Lord's sovereignty isn't something that | perfectly understand, but I'm
marveled by it. When | think of the things that are outside of my control, | find comfort
in being reminded of the Lord’s sovereignty. | pray that you may find comfort in it too.
May the Lord help you be faithful and obedient in what is your part to be faithful and
obedient in. And may He help you rest and let go of what only He can take care of
Remember that the Lord is God. What is meant for you will be yours, and God’s timing

is perfect. As vou reflect on God’s sovereignty, answer the following:

“BeMMMwMM;o&IW&mMW%MJM&WW
the carth.” - Psalims 46:10

1) What's one testimony of how the Lord’s sovereignty came to pass in your life, that
can now encourage you, for what you are now waiting on the Lord for?

2) What does God's sovereignty mean to you?

3) a) Pray and ask God to reveal the areas in your life that you need to take action on,




where you need to be faithful and obedient in.
b) Pray and ask God to reveal the areas that you need to surrender into God's hands

and rest.
4) Write down three examples in the bible of the Lord fulfilling promises to people
ofter a long period of waiting.

5) Reflect on how God came through for you, in your life, even after mistakes that you

shouldn't have committed. Be encouraged that the Lord has grown you even more

now. Be faithful with the little and he will trust you to be faithful with much. - Luke 16:10
6) Hagar has been waiting 14 years for God’'s promise to come to pass for her son, and
now in Genesis 21 she is being sent away. The desert may feel like a detour, but it's
exactly where she is going to experience breakthrough from the Lord. How has God
grown you in your waiting seasons/deserts in the past? If you're currently in a waiting
season now, ask the Lord what he wants to grow/prepare in you during this season.
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“¥e has the W €0 David, and when ke a door, no one can close i, and
when Re closes ik, noomeano‘nmf" Revelafions 3:7

“The LamB who was sbain from She foundafion of the world.” - Revelion 13:8

M%M,_myﬁymw«&nmwwamfw&
me Before one of them came €o Be.” Psalins 139:16

“For I bnow the ot I have %M.?&M&M,ﬂ,wmf&
harm you, plans €o give ,ﬂ@,ﬁwaﬁ? TDeremioh 29:11

"So I wenk down €o the s house, MIW“WMM&%WMB
_A“nmg_fmm%cfa;ﬁmnﬂmﬁuw Ao%po&r m&?f‘g,
& as seemed Best €o him. Then the word of the Lond came €o me. ?'ecuul “Can I not
do you,Iwaee uﬂu does?” declares the Lond. ﬁ&ec@qm%Wo@%
p&rmm,ou Wlmd" Deremiak 18:3-6
“When the €ime is right, I, the Lord will make i happen.” - Lsaiah 60:22
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