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Welcome back to my Devo series on Hagar! In the last devo we spoke about God's
vereignty, and mentioned that Sarah’s r tt nd H r & her son away woul
not cancel out the blessing that the Lord had for them. This time around, God
instructs Abrahaom to give food and water for Hagar to take with her. Hagar had been
met and rescued by the Lord in the desert before. And as far as we can tell, the first
time she was rescued from the Lord, was also the first time she had had a real
encounter with him. However, just like many of us, even though the Lord has delivered
us before, we sometimes have trouble believing that he will do so again. In Hagar’s
story, 14 years have now passed since she had returned and submitted to Sarah. This
time it wasn't her choice to leave, but God still showed up for her and her son. He took
note of their distress and heard their cry. In this devo, we will be talking about How to

continue to have steadfast faith for what the Lord has promised us in our desert
season/transition/struggle.

It's always amazing to have these huge miracle stories in our backpocket about when
we go through a hardship, and where at the very last minute, the Lord shows up and
comes through for us. However, rarely do enjoy going through the process that
happens before the miracle. For example: When | did my Discipleship Training School
with YWAM, our team divided into two groups for the Outreach period: one group

would go to Malaysia and the other to Vietham. However, in the beqginning, | had to
stay behind from my team, because my Visa for Vietham had not been approved in

time. So | had to move into my leader’'s home and wait. After a week of waiting &
checking & calling, my leaders almost switched me to the Malaysia team. But then just
ten minutes before they hopped on the call to switch me over, my Visa for Viethnam
suddenly got approved. And to be honest, my initial reaction wasn't praise, but
frustration. | was relieved to know where | was finally going, but my first thought was:
why did God allow me to go through this emotional roller coaster for a week, if at the
end of it all | was supposed to go to Vietnam? Now the story is a strong reminder and
encouragement of God'’s faithfulness, and of his perfect timing. But back then the
process of highs and lows of that week were difficult to walk through. But | praise the
Lord that his will came true, and that even in the highs and lows, he never left me.
Hagar probably wasn't excited either about the journey that preceded her miracle.

Although she was familiar with the Lord’s deliverance, this time was likely harder,
because now she also had to see her son suffer. But the Lord still came through.

At first, it even seems like Haqgar is entering the same situation with an upper hand,
because now she has physical resources. But when the resources run out, the test of




her heart comes in. Was she trusting in God or in the resources? And would she
continue to trust in God after the resources ran out? We can reason that, the whole
reason she had resources to beqgin with was because of God’s instruction to Abraham.

So the resources come from God, like WWMMMM ?ama 1:77 So if they
ran out was God still good? Didn't God know how much she and her son would need
for the journey? We don't know what questions ran through her head. But we know
that she was especially aoffected by her son's suffering. The text says “when the water
in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. Then she went off and
sat down nearby, for she thought ‘I cannot watch the boy die." Remember that 14 years
had passed since the last time she was in the desert. Ishmael wasn't a little kid, he was
a teenager. We don'’t know how long they went without food and water, but for Hagar
to place him under the bushes, meant that he was very weak. And if he was very weak,
it had been a long time. And in that moment of lack & hardship she really believed her

son was going to die,

e we will not

Part of why | believe God permitted Hagar & Ishmael to get to this point was so that
God could demonstrate His power & care for Hagar AND her son. | believe God was

interested in not only strengthening Haqgar's faith, but also her SON's faith. To not

only encounter Hagar, but to encounter her son too. Hagar had a word from the Lord
for Ishmael. In gamu 76 God had said to her Im”mmwﬁmwwnad

W@M& oo numerous o coun.”And in M 77 God told Abram he would
moke Ishmoel into a great nation. Ishmaoel's own name means g«/&u Wo(m

. "But despite this, Hagar’s circumstances got so dire, that it made her beqin to
believe God's promise was going to die. We sometimes face similar situations. Even

when we've had God reiterate a promise to us, timing can make us doubt, or our

contradictory circumstances can make us doubt. We can be tempted to question
God's goodness, or if we even heard God right to begin with. But the word says ‘@e
" Pabakuk 2:4, ond that faith is the I’
-Plebrews 17:1So even if our current circumstances don’t align with God's promise, we
have to trust in what God has said, and that he always fulfills his promises. The bible

says ”‘ez not a man M&M&'& ”-nwn‘em 23:19 So if you're struggling, ask God
for the steadfast faith to hold onto his word and his promises for your life, so that

your circumstances don’t sway you in the other direction. God is greater than your
circumstance, and He is sovereign. He is building something in you in the waiting. And

if the waiting hurts, he is ready to comfort us, encourage us, renew our faith, and give
us the strength to endure, until our promise comes true,

the whlo dves not

“

The second reason | believe that Hagar goes through this, is to test the attitude of




her heart. Circumstances have a way of revealing what's underneath the surface
When I've suffered lack, the first thing | notice is my tendency to hold bitterness
towards other people, and | quickly repent. For others, the temptation that arises is to
become cold towards God, or to start to complain about their suffering. Like the
Israelites in the desert, who complained as they were literally en route to the promised
land. But | think it's beautiful that Hogar doesn’t complain or blame God. She's
suffering greatly, but instead of complaining, she sincerely cries out of her pain. And

when she does, God meets her. Romans 10:13 says “all who e_r#oaf& e Lond witt be
M’:W&W says 4
fﬁ%aimu 4 we're instructed to make our requests known to God, and that in

exchange he will give us peace that surpasses understanding. With the right heart
osture you call be sincere with the Lord, without complaining, and he will meet you.

T do Believe, help my unbellief.” Mank 9:24

Finally, the last reason | believe Hagar goes through this is so that she could once
and for all learn true dependance on the Lord, and for him alone to become her
security. Search your heart and reflect: Is God your security or is it the opinion of
man? Is God your security or is it money? Is God your security or is it your spouse,
your qifts, your position etc..Have we made the God-given qift/resource our security
instead of our creator? If we have, we're on a shaky foundation, that will crumble when
our circumstances go awry. Hagar's circumstances revealed that she was putting her
security in the physical resources. So when they were out, she thought her son would
die, despite God’'s promise. Instead of walking by faith and what is unseen, she let
what is seen shift her beliefs, and it caused her pain. | think it's grace to let her get to
thi int now when r her, she will KNOW on nd for all He i
her security, and hopefully won't make anything else a security in place of God. It can
agrace to get to a point where the only option you have left is to cry out to God.
Impossible situations can be breeding grounds for miracles, because that is when you
can experience the impossible rescue from God, and acknowledge that it was God,
and nothing else that saved you. So if your situation feels impossible, let me
encourage you that our God specializes in the impossible. He is the waymaker and he
has never left you. Relying on him is like “&u’ﬁngo_(w “omon a aoc_&,"-m.aﬂzw 7:24
because HE alone is our sure foundation.

It's exactly in this impossible/near-death situation, as Hagar & her son are crying,

that God shows up. When He does He meets her, comforts her and rescues her and
her son. He starts with showing he cares for her, and second that he cares for her
son. Then he gives her an instruction to follow to lift up her boy. And lastly, He
miraculously opens up her eyes to show her where the well is, so that she & her son
don't die. But more on that in the next devo.

“The Lord has Become my fortress, and my God the rock in whom I take refuge.”
~Paalms 94:22
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